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COMMANDER’S PALACE PAIRS WINE AND MUSIC TOGETHER IN NEW DINNER 

CONCERT SERIES 

 

Wine Guy Dan Davis and Chef Tory McPhail are collaborating with virtuoso cellist Daniel 

Lelchuk of the Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra to create a musical celebration of wine. 

 

 
 

(New Orleans; March 1, 2016) – As the originator of Jazz Brunch, Commander’s Palace has long 

been known for bringing music and dining together to create dining memories. This spring, the 

New Orleans landmark restaurant is furthering their passion for combining the art of music and 

the art of food and wine pairings with a new dinner series entitled “The Sound (and taste) of 

Music: a wine dinner in three movements.” At these special events, diners will enjoy a multi-course 

meal in the midst of a chamber music concert crafted by cello virtuoso Daniel Lelchuk of the 

Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra. Dan Davis, the “Wine Guy” of Commander’s Palace’s 

award-winning wine program, will pair wines to the music and food, bringing the entire 

experience into perfect harmony.  

 

For the series debut on June 11, 2016, a string quartet led by Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra 

Assistant Principal Cellist Daniel Lelchuk will perform selections by Haydn, Brahms, and Hugo 

Wolf, while guests are presented with a wine tasting that complements the progression of the 

music.   "It is thrilling to form this partnership with the amazing team at Commander's Palace, 



as we bring chamber music and wine together for some truly extraordinary events. This plays 

perfectly into both the culinary lustre of Commander’s and the 300-year history of classical 

music in New Orleans," says Lelchuk.  Accompanying food courses, created by Executive Chef 

Tory McPhail, will be served in between movements so that full attention can be paid to the 

compositions. Attendees will have the unique opportunity to first experience the pairing of 

wines to beautiful music performed by world-class musicians and then the pairing of the same 

wines to Chef Tory’s award-winning cuisine. 

 

“At Commander’s Palace, helping our guests to fully enjoy the world of wine has long been a 

top priority,” says Davis. “This new series gives our sommelier team a unique opportunity to 

help attendees build their relationships with wine in a completely new way.” 

 

Just last week, Commander’s Palace was named as a semifinalist for the James Beard 

Foundation’s Outstanding Wine Program award for 2016 and was recognized as the Best Wine 

List in America by the Daily Meal. The restaurant’s wine program is distinguished as one of the 

best in the world and is a recipient of Wine Spectator’s highly coveted Grand Award since 2012. 

The award, held by only 81 restaurants around the globe, recognizes the Commander’s Palace 

wine list of over 2,700 selections, many rare, mature, and highly allocated. Commander's Palace 

currently employs 39 people who have passed the Court of Master Sommeliers level-one exam 

and 11 who have achieved level-two certification. The dedication of the Commander’s team has 

also earned them a place on Wine Enthusiast’s list of the 100 Best Wine Restaurants since 2012. 

 

“Food and music just go together,” says co-proprietor Ti Martin. “I grew up with Jazz Brunch at 

Commander’s Palace, and my cousin Lally and I are known to do second lines through the 

dining room most Saturdays and Sundays.  Pairing food and wine with chamber music on a 

summer evening just feels very much like Commander’s…as well as an exciting challenge.”  

 

Tickets for the debut dinner are $250, plus tax and gratuity, and the dinner will be held in the 

beautiful Patio Room at Commander’s Palace. Reservations are required and can be made by 

calling Commander’s Palace Event Coordinator Morgan Trulen at (504) 899-8221.  

   

About Commander’s Palace  

Located in the heart of the Garden District, Commander’s Palace is open for dinner daily, lunch 

Monday through Friday, as well as for their world-famous jazz brunches on Saturday and 

Sunday. Complimentary valet parking is available. Reservations can be made by calling (504) 

899- 8221. For more information on the restaurant, as well as special dinner and wine events 

please visit www.commanderspalace.com, and you can find the restaurant on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/CommandersPalace, or follow it on Twitter @Commanders_NOLA. 
 

 

 

 


